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I had before the receipt of your letter already begun to move
in my own way in the direction of securing a peaceful atmosphere
within our own border. I confess that it is a delicate situation. I
need hardly assure you that the whole of my weight will be
thrown absolutely on the side of preserving internal peace. The
Viceroy has the right to rely upon my doing no less. But my weight
will be absolutely nothing if I receive no support from the Govern-
ment. The support I need is a satisfactory declaration on the
Mahomedan question and withdrawal of the Rowlatt legislation.
If it is possible to give this support, I feel that you could have
without a shadow of a doubt a contented India, I hope, I do not
irritate by mentioning these two matters. I would so like even to
go to the Punjab if my suggestion is adopted. You will not hesitate
to wire for me if a personal discussion is necessary.

Tours sincerelyf

From a photostat: S.N. 6606
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PEACEFUL HARTAL: BOMBAY'S WORTHY EXAMPLE
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,
Bombay covered itself with glory by preserving perfect calm,
and the citizens have shown by their peaceful hartal [that] they
have understood a portion of satyagraha. They have done true
honour to Mr. Horniman and demonstrated to the Government
that they disapprove of his deportation* Bombay has set a worthy
example to the whole of India. It is a matter of pride for Bombay,
from the satyagraha standpoint, that some shops were open. This
fact proved the voluntary character of the hartal. Many causes
contributed to the success of this remarkable demonstration, but
the chief among them was the performance of their duty by volun-
teers under Mr. Vithaldas Jerajani. They had commenced opera-
tions from the commencement of the talk of hartal, and we had
the results of their efforts yesterday. Our thanks are due also to
the police. If aggressive military dispositions had been made, the
people would have become excited and the task of preserving
peace would have been much more difficult,
A nation enjoying or desiring to enjoy swaraj must possess
the following four attributes: